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To Valextirng fdng, Sag.,
Roglsirar of Lazdg,

Dor.o To‘idl :Sq-.
facelver or Publio toriaa,

itate lend Cffice,
Coelousas, ia,

Centlenon;

I deax 1t Qy duty, as an attornay for the Tundca trite of Indiang,
;%0 state 15 you that these Indlans arg the occupants of the land in
!the previnca of Bayou Rougze. Timg out of wind they have boen recog-
:nixQQ'by the Spanigh govornzent as g tribe and the Proyer owmera of,
eald 1and in ths Year 1779; that they have bsen encroached upen by

T .
et

}:‘Qrks Progress Administration, Survev of Federal Archives in Louisiuna
fintado Papers, vor. 20 (Louisiana State University, 1941)
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“tho white people sinco the osta.bliahz;ént of tha.Amsrican government, ,
i ‘aad - that thay havs now o vary small part of their former possasalons. -

: Tasaining; that it is abaolutely recessary ihey ghould have some

-rovision aada or they will either be turned looss upon soalaty or

gtarve to dsathj that instsad of provision by the Azmerican govern-

sact for tha guarantee of the richt of those harmleas Indians, thsir

lands zra now advartised to bo sold for tha borefit cf that zovern-

pent which is already deeply jndsbted to them. I considar 1t a nls-

fortzne of the Indisnag that tholr olaimg have not besu kaown to the )
governasat. It 1s tho duty of tha governzent to inquire into thalr '
rights. Thers arc Irdian agenis appointed for that puwrposs, ard I ;
4o rot think the Indians should forfoit anything by neglect. It is

differert with a nation or a tribe and an individual - tho onme has

rigat that the other has nol. Tha Indians govern themselves cornd the

title tu their landa is vested in them az a nation, and as such the

Aserican goverrnmenit was vound to xnow that: whsroasx as an individual
holdzs his title froa tha governmenl and deponds upon the governzont
for the protection of his rights, the Indians ware congolous of
their gocd title and of their power as a nation to hold thair lards.
¢f course, taey never dreased until too late of tho necessity of
furthar meourity. It wuuld be en act of justice aad haoganity in the
offica charged wita tha state of those lands - if consistent with
jew - to stop the sale until further instructions can be had {rea
the jzovernzent, whea I have no doudbt all will be ast right. :

* Tho lands claijed by the Indians now offered for sale are tae
fractional southeest part of eoction 5, gection 28, and tho east
half of sectiom 27, townshlp No. 2 south, range No. 4 east.

I aa ®ith respect, gentleman,

Your zost obedient and humble soervant,

(3igned) GE0. GCRTEH
Crelousas, gaptasbar 7, 1526.
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